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ABSTRACT OF THESIS

Politics Still Matters:
Globalization and the Continued Importance
Of the Nation-State in the Revival of Regional Minorities
By Kevin Dooley

Thesis director: Professor Alexander J. Motyl

For the better part of three and one half centuries,
the nation-state has been valued as the logical instrument
of governance and citizen protection. The years following
the end of the Cold War have convinced certain academics
that the process known as globalization is undermining the
supposed ‘unbridled’ power of the nation-state. Scholars
like Barber and Rosenau have suggested that the sovereignty
of the nation-state is in jeopardy and that the world has
become influenced by non-traditional sources of authority.
They have argued that new, re-imagined, or reconfigured
identities have emerged as an effect of globalization and
therefore demonstrated the hypothesis that the nation-state
is losing its sovereignty.

The purpose of this dissertation was to rethink and
challenge this hypothesis. I have argued that globalization

is not solely responsible for minority language revival,

1
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but that the governments of the European Union, the nation-
states, and the minority communities are also responsible.
Through a survey of the 1literature concerning nationalism
and the conformity or elimination of the minority, the

reasons for English language dominance, and the expansion

of the European  Union, I established an argument
demonstrating that 1.) the notion that globalization alone
leads to language revival is false, 2.) the view that

states are (or increasingly) irrelevant is also false and
3.) language revival is the product of globalization and
pblitics. Thus, state and non-state political actors
interact on the basis of globalization and language revival
is the result.

The case studies I have chosen to test the hypothesis
are the Friulian and Slovene language communities in
Northern Italy, and the Rusyn (Ruthenian) language
communities in Eastern Europe, groups that have

traditionally faced discrimination from the nation-state.

iil
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Preface

The following dissertation is the product of fifteen
months of research, writing, and revision. In the year 2002

I had a conversation with my grandmother that changed my
life. I never realized that national identity was anything
other than something relegated to the confines of a nation-
state. She proved me wrong. The stories of her parents’
P;edmont and the denial of her own Italian heritage
suggested that nationalism is something greater and more
powerful than what I had once believed. She proved to me
that nationalism is based on identity and perception and
n;t borders or territories. Although my grandmother is not
familiar with the work of Benedict Anderson or Ernest
Gellner, her belief in a Piemontiese identity makes their
work have greater significance to me.

‘ Overall, I dedicate this work to my family and
friends, for without them I would not have anything. In
particular I would like to dedicate this dissertation to
the three women in my life who have always inspired me: my
mother, Joan Viglietta-Dooley, my grandmother Frances
Dooley, and the love of my life Lauren Murray. Without your

constant support and love, my life would have no meaning.

v
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Chapter One: Introduction

As the world continues its march toward technological,
financial, and linguistic integration certain scholars have
argued that globalization is creating a global society that
is moving beyond the bounds of traditional governments.
They have argued that the technological and economic
integration of societies at the macro level is in many ways
creating a fragmented society at the micro level. And they
have claimed that globalization has the potential to erode
the ‘traditional’ sovereignty of the nation-state and
compel individuals to find new allegiances and identities.’
These scholars have claimed that globalization is an
uhstoppable force, beyond the scope of typical economic and
political behavior. In this sense, globalization has the

potential to reach the international system, the nation-

! James Rosenau has suggested that the emergence of advanced information
technology has created a potentially, highly educated global populace
whose allegiances and identities may shift beyond traditional
boundaries toward ‘new’ frontiers. Rosenau’s Across the
Foreign/Domestic Divide, 1999; and Turbulence in World Politics: A Time
of Continuity and Change, 1990. Ohmae (The Borderless World, 1990) has
contended that financial transactions have caused the traditional
borders to appear useless and therefore weaken the role of the nation-
state in economic issues. Gottlieb (“Nations without States,” Foreign
Affairs, May/June 1994) has suggested that governments would be
benefited through the adoption of new strategies when dealing with new
or revived identities. Drucker (Post-Capitalist Society, 1994) argues
that the nation-state is now beginning to face challenges at every
level of society, and technology is providing these non-traditional
actors with means of support. Held, et al. (Global Transformations:
Politics, Economics, and Culture, 1999), which defined the term “hyper-
globalists” those who see the end of the nation-state, 1s at hand.
Wriston (The Twilight of Sovereignty: How the Information Revolution is
Transforming Our World, 1997) examines that the nation-state is in a
process of transformation, rather than a decline.
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state, and the individual; and unite or divide these
entities, perpetuating global turbulence and chaos without
the traditional means of reinstating order.?

In this theoretical arrangement, identity lacks place
and uniformity lacks purpose. Individuals who choose to
conform (or not to conform) to a particular system, nation-
state, or other group of identifiable individuals place the
traditional Western notion of nationalism in a state of
uncertainty. In an age of globalization, identity, whether
it is real or imagined, hemispheric or nationalistic is in
a confused state.’ Ethnic and religious identities appear
stronger than ever, while technological resources and new
modes of governance have breathed new life into minority
communities that several decades ago seemed to be on the
verge of extinction.’

Minority language revival, a recent cultural

phenomenon witnessed in Europe, has been portrayed as a

2 Huntington’s “Clash of Civilizations,” argued that nation-states are a
relatively recent phenomenon and only present in “Western” society.

3 Anderson’s “Imagined Communities,” addressed the creation of national
identity.

4 Huntington’s “Clash of Civilizations” claims that the rise in
fundamentalism around the globe is a reaction to the level of
technology present and the rise of Western penetration.

® Lundestad in his article, “Why does Globalization encourage
fragmentation?” has made a similar argument by proposing that the
cultural homogeneity of the world is being challenged by smaller
cultures unwilling to conform. Also see Camilleri and Falk’s book, The
End of Sovereignty? The Politics of a Shrinking and Fragmenting World.
Camilleri and Falk discuss the economic dependency of the nation-state
on the features of technology and financial flows and the ways in which
it is attempting to maintain its sovereignty.
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result of the processes of globalization. Scholars 1like
Rbsenau and Barber, have suggested that micro-level revival
is a response to the fact that globalization is “leveling
the cultures” of the world. Rosenau has suggested that
globalization (the process that has witnessed increased
ihformation technology, the global liberalized marketplace,
the spread of the English language, and the proliferation
of non-governmental organizations) has had the effect of
creating both cultural homogeneity and cultural
heterogeneity. In response to this “cultural attack,”
Rbsenau and others have argued that globalization has
caused societal fragmentation within the nation-state
system, resulting in a cultural backlash and an increased
amount of cultural heterogeneity.”

When one applies this theory to minority language
revival, it appears that these scholars are arguing that
globalization, which has already been valued as something
that has weakened the sovereignty of the nation-state, has
céused the minority 1language communities to resist the
onslaught of global uniformity and therefore reemerge. This
however revolves entirely upon theory and ignores the
political legislation, namely, recent European-level,

state-level and regional-level legislation. In Europe,

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



where language revival 1is most prevalent, it appears that
globalization is not the only factor useful in explaining
language revival. Language revival is due to a combination
of both globalization and the politics of the EU, the
nation-state, and the minority group.

The purpose of this dissertation 1is to demonstrate
that globalization 1is not the only source of minority
language revival, but that the governments of the European
Union, the nation-states, and the minority communities are
also responsible. I will argue that globalization is not
sélely responsible for the high levels of heterogeneity in
Europe. 1Instead I will argue that the politics of the
European Union and the national and local governments have
revived or allowed the revival of minority language
cbmmunities. Through a survey of the literature concerning
nationalism and the conformity or elimination of the
minority, the reasons for English language dominance, and
the expansion of the European Union, I will establish an
aigument stating that minority language revival is due to
both the processes of globalization and the continued
presence of nation-states. Therefore, the minority language
revival is not just a backlash vs. McWorld, but the result

of a variety of political projects with globalization as
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the background. Thus furthering the overall notion that
politics still matters.

Since the project revolves around certain facets of
giobalization and regional minorities, I will wuse this
iﬁtroductory chapter to examine much of the existing
literature on the aspects of globalization pertinent to the
project and how I intend to define the terms ‘minority’ and
‘}evival.’ Once this has been accomplished, I will present
é brief overview of the remaining chapters and demonstrate
their usefulness to the thesis.

Globalization

Recent debates on globalization have tended to focus
on economic fluidity, cultural homogeneity/heterogeneity,
and governmental decline. Scholars tend to be divided as to
its definition, newness, and severity. Burbach and Robinson
fbr example, have defined globalization as an “epochal
shift” in the concepts of capitalism and liberalism.® They
have claimed that globalization is a new entity that has
affected and continues to affect the cultures and economies
of the world. They have argued that innovative technology
has c¢reated a new economic environment, one that has

rendered the traditional marketplace impotent.

¢ Roger Burbach and William Robinson’s “The Fin de Siecle Debate:
Globalization as an Epochal Shift,” Science and Society, Vol.63, No. 1,
Spring 1999, pages 10-39.
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Glyn and Sutcliffe by contrast, have maintained that
globalization is the logical continuation of a process that
began with the lowering of tariffs and trade restrictions
in the 1late nineteenth century.7 These scholars have
suggested that the wars and methods of diplomacy conducted
by nation-states in the twentieth century had stifled a
process that had been created over one hundred years ago.
The end of the Cold War and the Soviet burden of communism
a@akened the ‘sleeping giant’ defined by them as unbridled
capitalism.

In a third attempt at understanding the novelty and
scope of globalization, Anthony Giddens, who has disagreed
with both aforementioned conclusions arguing that
globalization is neither a ‘novelty’ nor a ‘continuation.’
Giddens has argued that Glyn and Sutcliffe’s concept of
‘capitalistic continuation’ is too difficult to prove
bécause a comparison between late nineteenth and late
twentieth century developments has dismissed the notion of
the ‘novelty’ of the present era because of its claim that
globalization is ™“not entirely new.” For Giddens, the

present era simply constitutes a new wave in the 1life of

? Glyn and Sutcliffe, “Global but Leaderless? The New Capitalist Order,”
in The New World Order: The Socialist Register, edited by Miliband and
Panitch, pp. 76-95. Glyn and Sutcliffe can be described as
‘transformationists,” those who feel that the era of the nation-state
is not entirely over, but is in the process of an evolution of
governance.
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economic liberalization.® His critique examined the
dévelopment of the world system not as a fluid, continuous
process, but one marked by a period of “stops and starts”;
the demise of the Cold War system and emergence of the
liberalized marketplace were seen as the most recent wave
in the history of economic development.

Yet globalization apbears to be more than just
economic liberalization. In many ways, globalization refers
tp a process that is fueled by information technology and
ffee market economics that has resulted in-three outcomes:
the perpetuation of the global reach of the English
language, the increase in the power and number of non-state
a@tors (non-governmental organizations, international
gbvernmental organizations, and multinational corporations)
and a politically weakened nation-state. For purposes of
this dissertation, I will pay special attention to the
three following issues associated with globalization: the
emergence of English as a global language, the increased
volume of information technology, and the rise in foreign
direct investment. I have chosen these issues because they
a;low me to properly demonstrate the concept that “politics

still matters” in issues of language/cultural revival.

® Giddens, Runaway World: How Globalization is Reshaping Our Lives,
1999, Chapter One.
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Globalization is a paradox. On the one hand it is
defined by economic and cultural homogeneity that has
resulted from the expansion of capitalism, free trade, and
the erosion of state sovereignty; yet on the other hand, it
is said to cause greater heterogeneity, difference and
political backlash.® As the world has grown into a
technologically integrated, English speaking, capitalist
system, individuals who had traditionally found great
differences with one another are now able to speak to one
another in the same language, operate the same technology,
and buy and sell goods regardless of their locale. This is
the argument that globalization has caused cultural

homogeneity.?!°

What I intend to argue is that the nation-
state in an attempt to maintain sovereignty  and
distinctiveness, 1s creating 1legislation at both the
supranational level and the state 1level resulting in a
European-wide minority language revival. I am arguing that

globalization 1is responsible for cultural homogeneity, but

that the nation-state 1is responsible for the cultural

® Rosenau’s concept of fragmegration is best suited for this phenomenon.
The idea that the world is becoming integrated and fragmented at the
same time thus furthers the notion of turbulence. Giddens has also

suggested that globalization “squeezes sideways,” allowing local
cultures to assert their rights in vastly new ways.
v Barber’s concept of the “leveling of cultures,” found in Jihad vs.

McWorld.
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heterogeneity, in the form of legislation that seeks to

promote minority language communities.

Information Technology, Financial Development, and Non-

state Actors

Information technology, or information communication
technology, can be defined as “computers, software, and
telecommunications equipment.”11 Of the changes affecting
tﬁe world today, Rosenau (1990) has suggested that the
“technologies associated with the microelectronic
revolution that have made social, economic, and political
distances so much shorter, the movement of ideas, pictures,
currencies, and information so much faster, and the
interdependence of people and events so much greater.. is

12

the defining feature of globalization. Recent

developments in the production of and lowering cost of
information technology have created a world in which
individuals are able to challenge traditional authority in

3

unprecedented ways.!’ The dominance of the nation-state as

' Definition provided by the International Monetary Fund’s article,
“The Information Technology Revolution,” found in World Economic
Qutlook, of October 2001, page 12.

12 Rosenau’s Turbulence in World Politics: A Theory of Continuity and
Change, page 12.

13 Friedman’s Longitudes and Attitudes. From the Prologue, page 2.
Friedman discussed ‘superempowered’ people and the ways information
technology can bring people unprecedented political and economic power.
Also according to the UN Human Development Report of 2001 entitled,
“"Making New Technologies Work for Human Development,’” the cost of new
computer storage microchips has been reduced from $5257 in 1970 to $.17
in 1999, page 2.
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the main arbiter of sovereignty in the world is being
challenged by the presence of information technology and
the ways in which information technology has empowered
financial markets and individuals.'® As a result of this
expanded and affordable technology, private financial firms
have gained much power in the international community. As
Cutler has suggested, “corporations have gained rights
through precedent setting cases in North America and Europe
where the Canadian Charter of Rights, the American Bill of
Rights, and European Union Law are being used to advance

corporate rights.”!®

Furthering this point Cutler has added
that “the domestic expansion of corporate rights is not
being met with a corresponding expansion of state
regulation.. and in fact, most states are curtailing their
corporate control functions in line with the adoption of
more laissez-faire and permissive rules that (continue to)

76 ng a result,

encourage corporate investment activities.
scholars have witnessed the development of an increasingly

homogenized financial market system.

% Friedman, Longitudes and Attitudes, page 2.

15 Cutler’s chapter entitled, “Globalization, law, and transnational
corporations: a deepening of market discipline,” of the book entitled,
Power in the Global Era: Grounding Globalization, edited by Cohn,
McBride, and Wiseman, page 58.

¢ Ibid, page 59. See also, The Emergence of Private Authority in Global
Governance, edited by Biersteker and Hall, 2003, for an examination of
the financial system and the ways in which states have attempted to
legally adopt economic principles to affect the open marketplace.
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During the Cold War, governmental power had been
“based on the ability to tax, the ability to print money,

and the ability to borrow.”!’

Governments had appeared to be
the dominant actors in the world, actors that had at least
a certain level of control over profits and taxation. With
the collapse of the Soviet Union, scholars have witnessed
an increase 1in market liberalization and as Barber has
suggested, unbridled, predatory capitalism.!® Governments in
this post-Cold War liberalized global marketplace have had
a.difficult time regulating the activities of corporations.
Some scholars have seen the weakening of governmental
control as a positive feature, others have appeared more
pessimistic.!?®

The weakening of governmental control over economic

and technological resources has also witnessed the rise in

17 The Economist quoted Richard O’Brien who is an economist for The

Global Business Network. The excerpt comes from the book, Global
Politics in a Changing World, edited by Mansbach and Rhodes, page 284.
'8 Barber’s Jihad vs. McWorld.

1% Much optimism has emerged from those who claim that economic growth
and unbridled capitalism are beneficial to the development of the less
developed. O'Brien (Mansbach and Rhodes, (ed), 2000, 284) for instance,
feels that the globalized marketplace has been a positive development
because it “limits the traditional ‘abuses’ of governments, namely
governmental borrowing practices that have historically resulted in
inflation. The fact that in today’s world foreign direct investment
seems to be more prevalent than foreign loans, another optimist such as
Dombrowski (Mansbach and Rhodes, 2000, 277) suggests that “this trend
could bring capital, technology, and managerial expertise to less-
developed areas.” Much pessimism has come from Woods (1999), who
demonstrated that because of the World Trade Organization, the least
developed countries face higher tariffs than developed countries and
Norris (2001) who suggested that a digital divide exists within the
societies as a result of the growing global inequalities.
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the number and influence of two interconnected, yet

seemingly distinct phenomena: non-governmental
organizations (NGOs) and international governmental
organizations (IGOs). These organizations range in both

size and scope and operate according to their own sets of
principles and values. Although certain NGOs (Doctors
Without Borders, Human Rights Watch, Amnesty International,
etc.) and IGOs (International Monetary Fund, The World
Bank, The European Union) were in existence prior to the
current era of globalization, it can be argued that their
influence on the traditional nation-state system has never

been greater.?®

In this era of transnational capital flows
and high technology these organizations have begun to
operate in conjunction with nation-states, have the power
tb impose sanctions upon nation-states, and are frequently

valued as the “preferred” way of performing services for

people in need.?!

20 NGO's can further be divided into INGOs and traditional NGOs. INGOs
refers to international non-governmental organizations such as those
that operate across state borders; such as Doctors Without Borders, and
Amnesty International.

?l Edwards and Hulme (1995) in their book, Beyond the Magic Bullet: Non-
governmental Organizations—Performance and Accountability, have
suggested that the rise in the power of NGOs is due to their
specialization. In many ways they are better equipped to meet the
demands of the people involved because they have been specifically
tailored to meet those demands, page 4.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



13

NGOs and IGOs

Since the creation of the International Red Cross in
1865, there has been a great increase in the number of both
IGOs and NGOs. For example, in 1909 there were 37 IGOs and
176 NGOs, while at the end of the twentieth century that
number had increased 150 times.?? This increase suggests
that the world at one time had relied heavily on the whims
gf the nation-states, and only sought moderately the
guidance and direction of alternative sources of power, has
progressively begun to rely on the presence and support of
NGOS and IGOs. In Bangladesh for example, there are
cﬁrrently 20,000 NGOs committed to wupholding the human
rights and economic security of the people of Bangladesh.?
Similarly, the European Bureau for Lesser Used Languages
(EBLUL) was created as an international organization
committed to the preservation of the many minority
languages of Europe. Its influence in recent years has led

to the passing of international legislation that has held

22 pavid Held’s, “Democracy and Globalization,” a working paper from the
Max Planck Institute for the Study of Societies, May 1997. Also,
Richard H. Robbins has given the number of INGOs to be 176 in 1909 and
28,900 in Nepal alone in 1993.

2! From an article in The Economist entitled “The other government in
Bangladesh,” from 1998, was written that there were 20,000 different
NGOs within Bangladesh alone.

22 In terms of the recreation of a Furopean identity, see Soysal’s Limits
of Citizenship: Migrants and Postnational Membership in Europe, 1994.
Also Gerard Delanty’s, “The Resurgence of the City in Europe? The
Spaces of European Citizenship,” in Isin’s (ed) Democracy, Citizenship,
and the Global City, pages 79-92, 2000.
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nation-states accountable for their actions against
minority groups within their traditional, national

borders.?*

NGOs and IGOs have historically had the potential
to influence citizens of a particular nation-state in ways
that seem contrary to traditional governmental
proclamations, yet recently this does not appear to be the
case. Sassen has concluded that NGOs and IGOs appear to be
designed as specialized agencies able to properly handle
local or national concerns and typically operate in

conjunction with national governments.?®

In general, these
new sources of power, influence, and identity best describe

the concept of globalization.

Rise of the English Language

Globalization 1s a process that has also witnessed an
eXpansion of the English language. As information
téchnology, non-governmental organizations, and
multinational corporations have continued their expansion
upon the traditional sovereignty of the nation-state, the

English language has emerged as the modern lingua franca of

Z35assen’s paper entitled, “The Participation of States and Citizens in
Global Governance,” Indiana Journal of Global Legal Studies, page 8,
Winter 2003, Volume 10, Issue 1, pages 5-28. Also Citizenship and
Social Theory, edited by Bryan S. Turner, 1993. Both works examine the
influence and power of NGOs and IGOs in making decisions. Although much
of their work concerns countries in the developing world, their
analysis concludes that the influence could reach governments at any
level of economic development.

24 Chapter Three of the present work concerns the rise and spread of the
English language.
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global communication.®®> “English is currently spoken by 1.2
billion to 1.6 billion people around the world, has a
special status in over 70 countries, and is the most widely

taught foreign language.”26

Certain scholars have argqued
that the English language is essential for one to gain
entrance into the global economy.27 As most Internet
websites and financial institutions continue reliance upon
the English language, it has become understood that the
Ehglish language both perpetuates and has been perpetuated
by globalization.?®

The purpose of this dissertation is to argue that
globalization through its “leveling of cultures” has led
tfhe governments of Europe to pass legislation concerning
the protection of regional minority communities in order
that they may revive past European cultures and languages.

Through an examination of certain European nations, where

economic and political privileges of the majority (nation-

25 According to Crystal, English as a Global Language (2003),in many
ways, the English language has become the global lingua franca, a
necessary tool for the business world.

26 Cynthia Kemper’s quote from her article entitled, “Sacre Bleu!
English as a global lingua franca? Why English is achieving worldwide
status,” page 41, from Communication World, June/July 1999, Volume 16,
Issue 6, pp.41-44.

*T Ccrystal, English as a Global Language, describes the rise of the
English language and its necessity to the global marketplace; Alistair
Pennycook, The Cultural Politics of English as a International
Language, claims that there is a strong link between socio-economic
growth and the ability of a people to speak the English language.

?® Although certain reports have recently concluded that English is
losing some ground in the hypertext world of the Internet, it still
constitutes the main language.
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siate) have traditionally denied the linguistic and
cultural rights of the minority, I will attempt to show
that the cultural homogeneity produced by globalization has
led the European Union to pass legislation that promotes
minority interests, and thus allows the minority group, a
level of autonomy not seen in Europe for centuries.

Minority and Revival

One of the most bothersome features of the term
minority is that it lacks proper definition in
international legislation. For example, the UN Framework
for the Protection of National Minorities, does not define
the term ‘minority’ because as Skutnabb-Kangas has noted,
“bnly peoples, not minorities, have rights according to
international 1law.”?®* This is because most of the
terminological arguments are based on what is meant by the
term ‘minority’ and what is meant by the term, ‘indigenous

30

people.’ It has often been noted that there is an ethnic

2® skutnabb-Kangas, Linguistic Genocide in Education—Or Worldwide
Diversity and Human Rights, page 487.

3% Ibid, page 487.

3 Ibid. Gudmundur Alfredsson, in his report in 1990 from the Council of
Europe, entitled, “Report on Equality and Non-discrimination: Minority
Rights,” has been helpful in providing a definition for indigenous
peoples. Alfredsson claimed that a group is considered indigenous if
they have lived in a particular place since ‘time immemorial,’ page 5.
Also, Cobo (1986) has stated that the indigenous group have ‘historical
continuity, consider themselves distinct from the group, and are ‘non-
dominant’ actors of the political system.

3 Tn Skutnabb-Kangas et.al (eds), Linguistic Human Rights: Overcoming
Linguistic Discrimination, 1995, pp. 71-110

32 Ibid, page 107.

3% Ibid, page 107
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dimension to the term ‘indigenous people’ and an acceptance
df the fact that protective legislation has been based on
the grounds of reparation.’!

For purposes of this study, it 1is important to
demonstrate a greater definition than one that separates
the term ‘indigenous’ from the term ‘minority,’ I will use
the definition of a ‘minority’ employed by Skutnabb-Kangas
and Phillipson 1in their 1994 work entitled, ™“Linguistic
Human Rights, Past and Present . ”?? Skutnabb-Kangas and
Phillipson defined a minority “as a group which is smaller
in number than the rest of the population of a state, whose
members have ethnic, religious, or linguistic features
different from those of the rest of the population, and are
guided, if only implicitly, by the will to safeguard their

733 Minority

culture, traditions, religion, or language.
persons must be able to identify themselves as members of
the minority group. However, minority membership is often

difficult to define because its identity 1s based upon a

culture or language that has limited market value.?
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Typically, members of a minority community have had to
chform to the standards of the majority for survival.
Uhfortunately, “survival” 1in this sense refers to short-
term survival, because conformity to the majority group
means the eventual extinction of the minority group.

Thus, "“minority” 1is always a relative term, relative
tb the ™majority.” Slovenes in Friuli Venezia-Giulia
(Italy) and Carinthia (Austria) are considered minorities
because in relation to Italians and Austrians respectively,
they are far fewer in number. Yet there has always been
ahother distinction between certain minority groups, one
that is based on the presence of a nation-state to which
this minority group shares an ethnic, religious, or
linguistic bond. Slovenes in Italy and Austria believe they
share an ethnic connection with the ‘majority’ in the
Republic of Slovenia. Friulians and Rusyns on the other
hand lack the presence of a nation-state. For purposes of
this dissertation minority groups will be treated and
e?amined regardless of whether they possess a recognized
“*homeland.” I do this because this thinking seems

compatible with recent FEuropean Union 1legislation and

3% Market value here refers to the level of importance given to the
language in the community. The market value refers to the necessity or
usefulness of the particular language/culture to economic or political
success.
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because it 1is difficult to distinguish the difference
between the ‘nation’ and the term ‘minority.’

The terms ‘enhancement’ and ‘revival’ are vague and
misleading because they lack precision and <clarity. For
purposes of this dissertation, I will define the term
‘revival’ as a recognizable improvement in the scope of a
particular minority language and culture. Since language
has been defined as one gquintessential feature in defining
a group, I will primarily use language as the gauge by
which I address cultural revival. Regional minority groups
are considered ‘minorities’ because they deviate from
widely held notions of culture and language. Therefore,
their languages, long referred to as ‘dialects,’ have been
the focus of direct negative legislation and indirect
cﬁltural and economic assimilation.??

The remainder of the dissertation examines the
continued importance of politics in the revival of the
culture/language of the minority community. By examining
the rise of the nation-state and the identity of

nétionalism, the politics of 1linguistic “imperialism” of

3 The term ‘dialect’ as discussed in Chapter 2, has historically been
treated as a negative or primitive variation of a ‘truer’ national
language. The idea of ‘direct’ legislation here refers to the ways
governments have legally attempted to erase the culture and language of
the minority. ‘Indirect’ has to do with the ways in which the dominant
society—-at-large has forced conformity. Both concepts are examined in
the following chapter.
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the English 1language, the importance of American-driven
information technology and foreign direct investment, and
the politics of the European Union I will demonstrate that
leitics still matters and that the European nation-state
hés the ability to enhance groups it had once deemed
problematic in the face of the cultural homogeneity
produced by globalization. I will now provide a brief
chapter-by-chapter overview.

| Chapter Two of the dissertation deals with the rise in
the civic and ethnic nationalism and the ways in which
nation-states have historically determined the role of
national minorities. The theoretical analysis focuses on
tﬁe development of centralized governmental authority and
Géllner’s creation of a “high culture” (a culture that
utilizes the school, the workplace, and the church) that it
has been argued, has perpetuated greater nationalist
séntiments. The chapter will address certain processes of
assimilation and definitions of language and dialect that
have fueled separatist and nationalist attitudes. Following
an initial overview of some conceptual problems of civic
ahd ethnic nationalism I will argue that 1.) the emergence
of the nation-state meant cultural/linguistic assimilation
of minorities, who 2.) sometimes resisted and other times

acquiesced in the identity of the dominant nation. This

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



21

chapter is 1important to the overall argument because it
démonstrates that the nation-state has continued to be the
final determinant of minority protection. It is only today,
however, that its focus has shifted from the suppression of
minority languages to their revival.

Chapter Three describes the causes and effects of the
rise of the English language. It will be 1.) an exploration
of the position of English in the world today, 2.) its
i@pact on national identity and culture, and, 3.) the ways
cértain governments have attempted to revive past

identities in the face of homogeneity. >

All points are
essential to this dissertation because they focus on the
w?ys in which the English language has increased its market
vélue and 1is now valued as a political enemy of diversity
in the world.

Chapter Four examines the recent commitment of the
European Union to the enhancement of regional minorities in
the face of the globalization of the marketplace and the
increased presence of the English  language. Proper
attention will be placed upon the relationship between

technology and foreign direct investment and the ways in

which the European Union and several of its minority-

3 linguistic imperialism refers to the book by Robert Phillipson of the
same name.
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focused IGOs/NGos, namely the Committee of the Regions
(CoR) and the European Bureau for Lesser Used Languages
(EBLUL), has created the potential for a re-imagined
Europe; one that is multilingual and multicultural, while
at the same time, unified.

Following these theoretical chapters, the remainder of
the dissertation is devoted to case studies that trace the
historical development of three minority groups and the
ways in which globalization and politics have impacted
their revival. The first case study 1is devoted to the
S;ovenes of Friuli Venezia-Giulia, a group traditionally
considered inferior because of their Slavic heritage. The
second case study examines the Friulians, also of the
Friuli Venezia-Giulia; a people believed to be ethnically
Céltic who for centuries had witnessed their language and
cultural beliefs erased by Italian nationalism. The last
case study will examine the Rusyns, an ethnic group
oﬁiginally believed to be of the region known as the
T;anscarpathian Ukraine (Subcarpathian Rus’, a group whose
identity has been splintered throughout Eastern Europe and

overwhelmed by both nationalism and communismn.
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Chapter Two: Nationalism and Minority Treatment

Investigations of nationalism and the rise of the
nation-state have typically examined its early and
therefore pre-democratic causes and effects. In this
chapter, I will examine the ways in which nineteenth and
twentieth century nation-states have enforced policies of
conformity in the presence of democracy. Proper attention
will therefore be placed upon the concepts of civic and
ethnic nationalism and the wutilization of education and
capitalism by the nation-state. I will examine the ways in
which places of learning, prayer, and work helped to create
n;tional language policies and national symbols (Gellner'’s
concept of High Culture) that forced the minority group
into either conformity or resistance within nation-states.
Because the overall point of the dissertation is to
demonstrate the continued relevancy of the nation-state, 1
will use this chapter as a way of showing that minority

well-being has always been determined by the state.

Civic Nationalism versus Ethnic Nationalism

‘ During the late nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries nationalism was perceived as a strong political
and cultural determinant of the nations of Europe. Nation-
states that had a “purer” ethnic composition, i.e. those

with fewer national minorities, were determined to be more
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stable and more likely to p]:osper.l For Ernest Gellner, the
rlse of nationalism in Europe was due to the transition
from agrarian to industrial society by means of an uneven
diffusion.? During and after the industrial revolution,
economic trends motivated individuals to participate in
national movements because economic development
necessitated a certain 1level of cultural uniformity. For
society to move from “Agraria” through industrialization,
the state had to provide a standard, based on a common
lénguage and a uniform culture, described as the High
Culture by Gellner.?

Following this logic, culture was therefore defined by
the nation-state and perpetuated by the social institutions
(school, church, workplace) and the populace at large.
‘Culture’ 1is something the people of the state share with
one another, which is in some way connected to a past, full
of traditions, customs, symbols, languages, and to a
future. In most of the European nation-states, centers of

learning (schools) were also centers of citizenship, places

!'Even Gellner had argued that industrial advancement was determined by
the creation of a system of uniformity and those societies with the
fewest amount of minorities would be the most successful.

2 Gellner in Thought and Change had noted that the move from “Agraria to
Industria,” prompted the development of nationalism because conformity
had meant greater efficiency.

3 Nations and Nationalism from Ernest Gellner. It describes nationalism
as a process that has been perpetuated by the state acting in response
to economic change.
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where individuals learned how to act in accordance to the
rules and mores of the “nation.”

Because <centers of learning were also centers of
citizenship, what had developed during most of the
twentieth century in democratic nation-states was the
concept of “civic nationalism.” For decades it had been
argued that civic nationalism referred to:

“..a community where the sovereignty of the people
is located in the individual (the citizen) whose
national identity 1is a sense of ©political
community within a demarcated territory defining
the social space that houses a culturally
homogeneous group. It requires that people and
territory must belong together and that the
people are in possession of a single political
will. There is a government that respects the
law, rather than existing above the law, which
indicates that civic nationalism is complementary
to liberal democracy. Being such, civic
nationalism as a social movement is said to be
more democratic than the population of ethnic
nationalism.. the mass are more inclined to be
incorporated into a high culture (via education),
which gives them the same right of political
decision as the elite.”*

This definition makes a distinction between ethnic
nationalism and civic nationalism. It would appear that
‘civic’ nationalism is possible only in nation-states

considered ‘liberal’ or ‘democratic,’ and conversely,

ethnic nationalism is possible in nation-states considered

Y Margareta Mary Nikolas’ (1999) thesis entitled, “False Opposites in

Nationalism: An Examination of the Dichotomy of Civic Nationalism in
Modern Europe.
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‘illiberal’ or ‘authoritarian’. The <classic examples of
Hitler and Mussolini’s respective fascist states have
represented the ethnic variety of nationalism and the
leading liberal democracies of Great Britain or the United
States have represented the civic variety of nationalism.
The dichotomy is based entirely on the legal tendencies of
the nation-state. Civic nationalism attempts to rest its
cohesion upon a set of beliefs based in the spirit of
liberalism and democracy while ethnic nationalism is viewed
as the primordial representation of the group based upon
heritage and blood.

Unfortunately, this dichotomy 1is flawed because of
civic nationalism’s necessary reliance on ethnic
nationalism. To suggest that the development of
a?similation processes and democratic institutions
logically led to c¢ivic nationalism is incorrect. If a
society has to endure <certain democratic tendencies
combined with ethnic nationalism to produce a sense of
civic nationalism, this is a case of transformation not
development. Therefore, to separate the two types of
nationalism and to make an absolute distinction between
p?e—democratic and democratic governments in terms of

assimilation and nationalism is impossible.
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David Brown has suggested that, “The difference
between liberal and illiberal manifestations of nationalism
cgnnot be explained by reference to the distinction between
ifs civic and ethnocultural forms. "> “Liberal” and
“illiberal” tendencies of national governments are not
positive indicators of the separation of the term
nationalism into competing definitions. Civic nationalism
ié still heavily reliant on not only ethno-cultural
nationalism but also a legal system based on equal rights
and a common respect for law. Yet the legal system in even
the most efficient and strongly balanced democracy had been
c;eated by certain elites, and arguably created to benefit
the elite classes who are represented as those who are a
part of the national culture and tradition of the state.

National Symbols and Social Pressure

Because individuals need to experience their
“collective identity,” symbols have been created to serve
this purpose. John J. Macionis has defined a symbol as
“anything that carries a particular meaning recognized by
people who share a culture.”® It is crucial to examine the
last part of this sentence: “people who share a culture.”

According to this definition, only those individuals able

> Brown, page 68.
® Macionis, Sociology, 9 edition, 2002.
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to recognize their identity within a group possess the
level of awareness to be able to understand a symbol.
Anyone removed from this culture is by definition unable to
understand the significance of the symbol.
This assertion relies on a great deal of common sense.
When a motorist in the United States objects to the actions
of another motorist, a certain hand gesture 1is possibly
displayed that symbolically represents a certain level of
disapproval. To certain villages in sub-Saharan Africa or
main land China, this display might have a different
cpnnotation or at the very 1least, no connotation at all.
The “culture” in this example is centered on “automobiles”
and in particular, a violation of some perceived driving
norm or law. This example is a traditional symbol because
it represents significance to one group, while representing
insignificance to another group.
| Assimilation and socialization processes are aimed at
the creation of psychological connections between
individuals of the state with national symbols. Because the
creation of a united populace is the goal of the processes,
schools have been centers of major socialization; but so
have other centers of union, namely places of worship and
places of business. The tie that binds the school, the

church, and the workplace together 1is repetition and

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



29

pérceived necessity. All three venues are attended on a
regular basis and have the societal value of being of
ultimate importance.

The school system, the place of worship, and the
workplace serve an important function in national
assimilation and the maintenance of symbols because they
connect the individual to the nation-state. Children enter
the public school system; parents possibly attend a
réligious ceremony on a weekly basis; and most adults go to
the place of employment on a daily basis. The children
experience the school at both the local level and community
level, yet perform the same “duties” as students across the
cbuntry. The “church-goers” attend a weekly service in
their own place of worship yet feel connected to others who
attend different places of worship across the country.
Finally, individuals who work realize that others are
ihvolved in the workforce and they are all contributing to
the society in which they all live. These three areas rely
on repetition, but they also link the individual living in
the local community to the overall national community.

The school system, the place of worship, and the
workplace are all areas that promote national symbols and
are national symbols themselves. When American Christian

churches sing “God Bless America,” and school children
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“pledge allegiance to the flag” in classrooms across the
United States, symbols are binding the individual to the
overall group. Even the economic system (capitalism),
embraced by most modern, Western nation-states, is based on
the individual’s self-interest for +the betterment and
success of the society-at-large, which Gellner says relies
on the uniformity of the culture.

Therefore, assimilation processes are only effective
in the presence of available symbols. Symbols, rituals,
tiaditions, etc., that have been available because they are
perpetuated by the educational system, the religious
system, and economic system, which in most areas of the
world is capitalism. Yet most new immigrants and minority
gioups lack knowledge of the symbols because they initially
lack entrance into the three systems. In theory these
minority groups possess “cultural” or “national” symbols
from other nation-states or regions. It is only when the
mﬁnority groups enter the public school system and observe
the standards set forth in the business community that
assimilation takes place.

Across Europe, where seasonal and permanent
immigration has been constant since the 17™ century,
minority discrimination has been prevalent. Individuals who

were by choice or accident distanced from the influence of
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the nation and therefore the national movement and culture

had only a few legitimate options. The minority group could

either a.) conform to the dominant culture or b.) maintain
its own culture. Individuals who chose alternative
educational resources, alternative churches, and

alternative economic resources eventually faced social and
legal pressure.

Ihferiority and Group Discrimination

“In traditional society, the most relevant social
identifiers were kinship, peer, gender, socio-economic and,
in settled (non-nomadic) communities, territorial groups,

7 social

the latter coinciding generally with the village.”
and legal discrimination was Dbased on these social
identifiers. Thus, there emerged the ©prevalence and
dbminance of certain families and, in particular, certain
royal families who proscribed a 1legal code based on
patriarchal traditions and religious affiliation.

Modern nation-states need the wunification of its
bprders and 1its peoples and therefore proscribed legal
codes based on its dominant culture. Assimilation processes

have traditionally depended on one’s psychological

connection to the group. Certain groups obviously have an

"From Algis Prazauskas’ working paper entitled, “Ethnic Identity,
Historical Memory, and Nationalism in Post Soviet States found at
http://www.claonet.org/wps/prajl/index.html. Accessed on August 16,
2003.
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eésier time identifying and therefore assimilating to the
dominant group. For instance “Ukrainians and Belarussians
assimilated easily with Russians, while small Mongoloid
gioups like Mansi, Nanayans, Eskimoes,.. preserve their
separate identity and find it more difficult.”®

Another obstacle facing many minority groups is
isolation from their own culture. “In many cases a segment
in the process of assimilation is simultaneously rejected
by its own group and not yet accepted by the assimilating
or dominant group.”’ Many times these minority groups value
families who attempt to embrace the assimilating culture’s
symbols, traditions, rituals, etc as traitors to their own
péople, thereby adding additional pressure to the
psychological struggle towards assimilation.

For Gellner, modernization is the driving force behind
nationalism and the desire for national uniformity. However
several critics have suggested that modernization not only
yields national uniformity but minority discrimination as
well. As certain members of the minority group witness
benefits of modern life a desire for assimilation occurs.
AS the attraction leads individuals to make a cost-benefit

analysis of their situation, they will leave their

8 ‘Ibid.
° Ibid.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



33

traditional way of 1life, for the 1life and ways of the
dominant group. Examples of agrarian-based farmers having
to conform to national standards and economic models for
the Dbenefit of their families 1illustrate the idea of
cbnformity.

Yet quite often those exposed to “modern ways” who
have emerged from minority groups deny the dominant culture
altogether and thus come to comprise nationalist-separatist
mbvements. In many ways, the Basque and Occitan movements
have been motivated by individuals who had not only faced
discrimination from the national government, but from their
own minority groups as well.'® When the motivation leads to
the minority’s belief in the desirability of national
separation, the propensity toward revolution or civil war
increases. Individuals will only partake in revolutions or
civil wars when they truly believe that they are the focus
of discrimination based on ethnicity, and that they believe
that separation is a beneficial outcome.

One Nation, One State, One Language

According to Herbert Kelman, individuals demonstrate

tWo types of attachment to the nation-state: sentimental

10 “Clinging to Life” by Valerie Collins found at:
http://www.spainview.com/valerieclinging.html. Also Marya Dumont,
(1996) “Minority Sociolinguistics in Europe: The Occitan Language vs.

the French State” Master of Arts Thesis The University of Chicago.
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and instrumental.'’ Individuals are “sentimentally” attached
to the national system to the extent that they see it as
representing them -- as being, in some central way, a
reflection and an extension of themselves.!? Individuals
are “instrumentally” attached to the national system to the
extent that they see it as an effective vehicle for
achieving their own ends and the ends of members of the
other systems.”!® Unlike other symbols or sources of unity,
ngtional languages have the capacity to thrive despite
changing social or national ©policies. Sentimental or
instrumental attachments rely more heavily on national
languages than quite possibly any other symbol or unifying
vghicle.

At the sentimental level a national language “serves
as a major object and symbol of attachment because it links
the present with the future and the speaker with people

#14  Rarely will

he/she will most likely never meet.
individuals develop relationships with individuals outside
the traditional associations: family, workplace, schools,

community, etc. Although the workplace differs from region

to region and the school curriculum varies from place to

1 Herbert Kelman’s chapter entitled, “Language as an Aid and Barrier to
Involvement in the National System,” found in Rubin and Jernudd’s book,
Can Language Be Planned. (24-25)

2 Tbid.

13 Ibid.

¥ Ibid. pg. 31
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place, the national 1language does not. It 1is an
institution of unification and the most profound feature of
one’s culture.

Language also plays an important role for an
individual at the instrumental level because “the national
lgnguage aids in the development of political, economic,
ahd social institutions that serve the entire population.”!’
Although this has been greatly contested in recent vyears,
it has been suggested that national languages allow
movement and discussion among the different social classes.
Those individuals who feel marginalized because of race,
religion, or economics feel a sense of belonging to the
national institutions and a greater —connection with
individuals who make wup the majority of the state’s
population.

Still, most minority groups speak languages other than
the national language, which over time have become known as
“dialects, pidgin languages, regional languages, or

#16  pach of these terms is labeled in

indigenous languages.
reaction to or in the presence of a dominant culture or a

national language. For example, Kurdish, a language spoken

'3 Ibid, pg. 32.

16 Joshua Fishman in his edited book entitled, Readings in the Sociology
of Language, quoted a 1951 Report of UNESCO Meeting of Specialists
entitled, “The Use of Vernacular Langue in Education.” Mouton
Publishing, The Hague, 1968.
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by those individuals who claim Kurdish ancestry and
ethnicity dwelling in Southern Turkey and Northern Iraq, is
considered a “regional language” by the governments of
Turkey and Iraq, but an “indigenous” and “national”
language by the Kurds themselves.'’ Yet 1is the Kurdish
language a “national” language or merely a regional one?
According to a 1951 Report of the UNESCO Meeting of

Specialists concerning language in education, there are ten

types of 1languages spoken by the world’'s population.18

Interestingly enough, however, each delineation appears to
be given in relation to other languages; some more dominant
than others.

1. Indigenous Language: the language of the
people considered to
be the original inhabitants of an area.

2. Lingua Franca: a language which is used
habitually by people
whose mother tongues are different in
order to facilitate communication between
them.

3. Mother or Native Tongue: the language
which a person
acquires in early years and which normally
becomes his natural instrument of thought
and communication.

4. National Language: the language of a
political, social, and
cultural entity.

5. Official Language: a language used in the
business of

" Amir Hassanpour, article entitled, “The Politics of A-Political
Linguistics: Linguists and Linguicide.” Dr. Hassanpour is a Kurdish
scholar and one to the foremost experts on the sociolinguistics of the
Kurdish people.

'® Fishman, Readings in the Sociology of Language, page 132.
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government—legislative, executive, and
judicial.

6. Pidgin: a language which has arisen as a
result of control
between peoples of language, usually
formed with a mixing of the languages.

7. Regional Language: 2 language which is
used as a medium of
communication between peoples living

within a certain area who have different
mother tongues.

8. Second Language: a language acquired by a
person in addition
to his/her mother tongue.

9. Vernacular language: a language which is
the mother tongue
of a group that is socially or politically
dominated by another group speaking a
different language.

10. World Language: a language used over
wide areas of the
World. *?

The delineation presented above is an account of the
ways in which ethnic or political groups value their own
language and the languages with which they come into
cbntact. The Kurdish language, for example, is obviously a
vernacular language, valued as such by both Kurds and
Turks/Iraqgis alike. It also must be considered an
indigenous language. The major point of contention has to
db with the label “national.” For the Kurdish language to
bé considered a “national language” it must be used

politically, socially, and culturally. Although many argue

that the political value of the language is non-existent

¥ Ibid.
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bécause it lacks proper legislative representation, it
obviously has political capital, because the governments of
Iraq and Turkey fear its presence.

The most fascinating term that deals with language
policy 1is the term dialect. Individuals have come to
regard a dialect as both a form of the official language
used in a specific geographic location and one that is
secondary to the national language. The idea behind the
term dialect comes not from the speakers, but from the
“other” language community, usually the one in control of
the government.

This separation of the term language into a common and
uhcommon variety has created a subconscious disempowerment
of the community speaking the dialect. Fishman has
suggested that many negative symbols have been associated
with the dialect. For example, “If immigrants from region A
came to be a large portion of the poor, the disliked, and
the illiterate 1in region B, then their speech variety
(Dialect A) will come to stand for much more than
geographic origin alone in the minds of the inhabitants of
region B, if they marry primarily only each other, engage
primarily in their original regional customs, and continue
to value only each other’s company, they may, in time, come

to consider themselves a different society, with goals,
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beliefs, and traditions of their own.”?°

The emphasis must
be placed on the connotation placed on the dialect itself.
Speakers of the dialect are instantly treated as members of
a lower class even if political representation is granted
to them. The case studies of Urdu and Hindi speakers in
India by Das Gupta and regional minorities in European
cities suggest that a cycle of poverty will continue until
they either assimilate or leave the state altogether.?

One can then argue that national governments endorse
ohe or possibly a few official languages because of the
bélief that the society and future societies will benefit
from this endorsement. The practice known as language
planning has been the state’s attempt at creating citizens
apd more importantly citizens who are capable of
uhderstanding the basis laws of the land. Haugen has
defined language planning as, “the activity of preparing a
ngrmative orthography, grammar, and dictionary for the
gpidance of writers and speakers 1in a non-homogeneous

w22

speech community. This definition seeks to explain the

coercive tendency of the nation-state and its capacity to

20 Fishman’s The Sociology of Language: An Interdisciplinary Social
Science Approach to Language in Society. Page 16.

21;Das Gupta's, Linguistic Studies in Juang, Kharia Thar, Lodha, Mal-
Pahariya, Ghatoali, Pahariya. Anthropological Survey of India,
Calcutta,

Roland J. Breton’s (1997). Atlas of the Languages and Ethnic
Communities of South Asia. New Delhi: Sage Publications

22 Einar Haugen's article, “Language Planning in Modern Norway.” Found
in Scandinavian Studies 33, 1961. Page 69.
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create a homogeneous setting out of a seemingly
unmanageable heterogeneous society. It also assumes that
the "“language” 1is the only symbol capable of making this
difficult transition.

Culture refers to Dbehavioral patterns, ethnicity,
symbols, tradition, and common language. What is often
oﬁerlooked while examining language policy is the
complexity of the concept of language itself. For many
sociolinguists, language 1is more than Jjust patterns of
speech and a way of conveying information; it is also
pbssibly one of the most common identifiers and realistic
representatives of culture. According to Ferdinand de
Saussure, there 1is a difference between “langue” and
“parole;” the difference being the expression and value of
the words.

Ferdinand de Saussure suggested that “parole” 1is the
wbrds themselves, regardless of situational context and
“langue” represents the societal representation and
mganings that are conveyed by its members. Group identity
is necessary for one to fully understand the language. As
de Saussure says, “language (langue) 1is a storehouse filled
by the members of a given community through the active use

of speaking.. language is not complete in any speaker; it
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exists perfectly only within a collectivity.”? And the
reason that this “collective” environment is “perfect” is
bgcause it gives the people a common identity by which they
cén similarly experience and more importantly similarly
describe the world around them.

Furthering the notion of “one language, one culture”
is the idea of “one language, one economy.” When Gellner
sﬁated that “Language is more than a tool of culture, it is

4

cplture,' he referred to not only its impact on the social
sphere, but 1its impact on the economic sphere as well.?!
F?r Gellner, it was commonality of language that aided in
the division of 1labor and created a market value for
language use. Progress and development lent itself to
national language policies and the creation of nationalism.

Fbr Gellner, the idea of language as a separate, cultural
iﬁentifier was impossible. A similar language united those
entering into the capitalist system. During the Medieval
Period language policies were non-existent Dbecause the
ebonomic structure of feudalism did not rely on the ability
of the population at large to buy and sell and goods. The

medieval serf relied on the protection of the lord, who in

23 Ferdinand de Saussure’s book, Cours de Linguistique, underlines the
fact that words have more meaning to natural speakers, than people who
acquire the language. This book was edited by Bally and Sechehaye,
1983.

2% Found in Gellner’s, Thought and Change, pg. 195.
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turn relied on the production of the estate. It was only
as a result of the growing middle classes and increase in
cities that motivated individuals to speak a common
language, or more particularly, “parole,” since the
collective identity had yet to be formed or realized.

Gellner’s “functional language concept” places the
burden of nationalism on not only the socio-political
m?chinery but the socio-economic machinery as well. As the
nétional governments of the 17" and 18™ centuries were
trying to define a “specific territory” it became essential
tp also establish “able bureaucracies,” powerful enough to
cpllect taxes from a seemingly heterogeneous group of
s%rangers. Common language bridged the gap. The governments
had become powerful enough to utilize the market system of
capitalism and convince citizens of the economic importance
of a standard language. Hence the standardization attempts
ih the 17" century of the French language (in France) and
the eventual standardization attempts of Italian (in Italy)
and German (in Germany) in the 19”‘century.

For purposes of this dissertation, it is essential to
understand not only national culture, but also how national
culture was created and by whom. If one-language policies
were essential to industrial development, as Gellner has

suggested, who were the elites that motivated others in the
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